
Page 945

I-441-001

Thank you for your comments about the importance of the Latvian

Center to the Latvian community. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-442-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for layout of the

parking garage at the proposed light rail transit station at NE 185th

Street. 

 

I-442-002

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for an at-grade

alignment. The Preferred Alternative is mostly at-grade in Segment A.

 

I-442-003

In the Final EIS, the Preferred Alternative includes a station at NE 185th

Street to the north of NE 185th Street and east of I-5.  The parking

garage would be located on the west side of I-5.  Please see the Final

EIS Chapter 2 Alternatives Considered for more detail on the Preferred

Alternative.

Options to extend the station south were not advanced because the

station requires a straight section, and the area to the south would not

accommodate the station without more impacts. 
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I-442-004

The Final EIS Section 3.6.5 identifies mitigation measures to discourage

station-related cut-through traffic. All the stations will have pedestrian

and bicycle facilities to support and encourage use of those modes.

Stations will be designed with safety in mind; see Section 4.14 of the

Final EIS for the safety analysis.

 

I-442-005

Thank you for your interest in Lynnwood Link Extension and your

comment regarding TOD and the NE 185th Street Station.  The City of

Shoreline developed a subarea plan near the proposed NE 185th Street

Station that may permit some commercial development and higher

density housing near the station. The subarea plan also addresses other

aspects of the neighborhood including public spaces, recreation, and

access.
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I-443-001

Sound Transit plans to maintain access to the church property during

project construction. Details of construction access would be defined in

coordination with the church after the publication of the Final EIS, during

the final design and construction planning phase.

 

I-443-002

Thank you for your comment.  Noise walls are planned for all alternatives

in this area, either at-grade or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail

impacts.  

 

I-443-003

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-444-001

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link Extension uses the FTA

impact criteria and Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or

severe impacts under FTA criteria. Potential mitigation measures for

noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

Noise walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade or

elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts. The visual impacts of the

project are evaluated in Section 4.5 of the EIS.

 

I-444-002

The park-and-ride facilities have been sized to accommodate a balance

between forecasted parking demand and minimizing potential impacts

created by the facility. Stations will include pedestrian and bicycle

facilities.
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I-445-001

Your support for the NE 130th Street Station is noted.  The 130th Street

Station is included as an option to the Preferred Alternative in the Final

EIS.  

 

I-445-002

Thank your for your comment regarding the applicability of walk sheds

and light rail stations. Sound Transit developed a walk shed and bicycle

shed analysis for each station and identified barriers to each station. As

you mentioned, I-5 and large parks do limit the walk shed to a station

and accessing the station by transit becomes more important. The

stations at NE 130th Street and NE 145th Street were assessed for

future TOD and results are documented in the Station Area Transit-

Oriented Development Potential Report, as referred to in the Final EIS,

Chapter 4.2.

 

I-445-003

Multimodal connections to stations, including bus connections, will be

refined in coordination with partner transit agencies and local

jurisdictions in the Final Design phase of the project.
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I-446-001

Your support for a station at NE 130th Street is noted. Parking supply is

being offered at the stations as part of a balanced multimodal access

program that serves the mobility needs of the nearby communities and

the region.

 

I-446-002

Sound Transit's TOD policy in part, states: “Assess the extent to which

development of alignments, station locations, and transit support

facilities affect and support implementation of Agency and Community

TOD strategies.” Sound Transit prepared a Station Area Transit-Oriented

Development Potential Report that provides details about each station

area and how it might (or might not) support future development. Section

4.2 on Land Use includes information on the plans of corridor

jurisdictions.
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I-447-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  
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I-448-001

Your preference for stations at NE 130th and NE 155th Streets is noted.

The NE 130th Street Station is included as an option in the Final EIS.

Station parking facility sizing and design proposals were developed to

balance the need for good multi-modal connections and access to serve

local communities and the region.
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I-449-001

Your preference for a station a NE 155th Street is noted. Station parking

facility sizing and design proposals were developed to balance the need

for good multi-modal connections and access to serve local communities

and the region.

 

I-449-002

Park-and-ride spaces provide access to light rail for areas transitioning

from suburban to urban densities and reduce spillover parking impacts to

neighborhoods. Sound Transit's design seeks to find a balance between

competing interests of providing auto access to stations, potential

spillover parking, and encouraging pedestrian, bicycle, and transit

access to light rail stations.  

 

I-449-003

Thank you for noting your preference for a station at NE 155th Street,

rather than at NE 145th Street.

 

I-449-004

Your comment on bike lanes on NE 155th Street is noted.

 

I-449-005

The Preferred Alternative includes a station at NE 145th Street.  The

Final EIS analyzes potential traffic impacts in Chapter 3. All alternatives

would include improvements that address traffic impacts as detailed in

Section 3.6.4.
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I-450-001

Multimodal connections to stations will be refined in coordination with

partner transit agencies and local jurisdictions in the Final Design phase

of the project. Sound Transit's design seeks to find a balance between

competing interests of providing auto access to stations, potential

spillover parking, and encouraging pedestrian, bicycle, and transit

access to light rail stations.  

 

I-450-002

Your concern for the safety of children in and around the NE 185th

Street Station is noted. All light rail alternatives are entirely grade-

separated in a secure, protected guideway. Further discussion of public

safety is discussed in Section 2.3 for station areas and in Section 3.2.8

for analysis of transportation issues related to public safety. NE 185th

Street currently has bus transit service. This transit service would

integrate with the light rail station.  

 

I-450-003

Comment noted. A station at 145th is included in the options considered

in the Final EIS.

 

I-450-004

The proposed construction of rail in the middle of the I-5 corridor was not

advanced for further consideration in Segment A.  There is insufficient

room to construct light rail in the median until Mountlake Terrace, and

widening the roadway and moving lanes out would have similar property

impacts and greater environmental impacts, particularly during

construction. Additional details are provided in Final EIS Sections 2.5.1

and 2.5.2. 

 

I-450-005

Comment noted; the project schedule reflects the time required to help
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the project successfully meet requirements for federal funding approvals

as well as local approvals needed for construction.  
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I-451-001

Your preferences for either Alternative A5 or Alternative A7 and the

reasons why you support these alternatives are noted.

 

I-451-002

Your preferences for stations at Mountlake Terrace Transit Center and

220th Street SW, and the reasons why you support these alternatives

are noted.

 

I-451-003

Your preference for Alternative C3 and the reasons why you support this

alternative are noted. The Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final

EIS includes a modified Alternative C3, which realigns the guideway and

station to better connect with the Lynnwood Transit Center.
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I-451-004

The EIS considers the highest traffic impact with no parking restrictions

at the stations. The station parking facility sizing and design proposals

were developed to create balanced multi-modal access programs that

serve the needs of the region as well as local communities. Parking

management strategies, including pricing, may be considered in future

phases of the project, based on Sound Transit Board directions for

applying its system access policy.

 

I-451-005

The light rail alternatives are expected to primarily shift commuters from

automobiles and light trucks to light rail as well as bus traffic to light rail. 

It is projected that with light rail, energy consumption would decrease by

about a half of 1 percent as a result of mode shift as well as higher

operating speeds on roadways, which would improve fuel economies for

all vehicle classifications.  During final design, Sound Transit would

investigate methods of reducing energy use during light rail operations

and construction as part of its Sustainability Plan and agency-wide

sustainability efforts.  Please see Section 4.10 of the Draft EIS for more

information. 
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I-452-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. Access to the church would be maintained during

construction.

 

I-452-002

Sound Transit would mitigate dust during construction.  Please refer to

Section 4.6 in the Draft EIS for more details on air quality

and specific mitigation commitments.

Sound Transit would mitigate noise and vibration during construction and

would provide noise and vibration mitigation where feasible and

reasonable.  Please refer to Section 4.7 in the Draft EIS for more details

on noise and specific mitigation commitments.

 

I-452-003

Thank you for your comments. Please see Sound Transit's full response

to comment I-452-001.
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I-453-001

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural

importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you. Following

the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-454-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Hall to you and

the Baltic communities. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the

property has been maintained during construction and operation of the

project.  
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I-455-001

Your preference for a station at NE 130th Street is noted.
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I-456-001

Bicycle parking will be provided at all stations. 

 

I-456-002

Thank you for your comment.  Noise walls are planned for all alternatives

in this area, either at-grade or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail

noise impacts.  

 

I-456-003

Your support for a station at NE 130th Street is noted.  

Stations will include pedestrian and bicycle facilities (including bicycle

parking) to support and encourage non-motorized transportation to the

stations. 
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I-457-001

Your preference for Alternatives C3 and Alternative C4 suggested by the

City of Lynnwood, which are similar to the modified alternative C3

(Preferred Alternative) in the Final EIS, is noted.

The Final EIS evaluates the Preferred Alternative, and provides

discussion on its potential neighborhood (Section 4.4), transportation

(Chapter 3), wetland (Section 4.8), and park (Section 4.17) impacts.
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I-458-001

Both the NE 130th Street and NE 155th Street Stations are evaluated in

the Final EIS. The 130th Street Station is included as an option of the

Preferred Alternative in the Final EIS, while 155th Street Station is not

part of the Preferred Alternative. Multimodal connections to stations will

be refined in coordination with partner transit agencies and local

jurisdictions. Section 3.2.2 of the Final EIS discusses bus transit

integration with the light rail.
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I-459-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-460-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  Access to the church will be maintained

during project construction. Mitigation measures will eliminate or

minimize impacts during construction.
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I-461-001

Sound Transit will work with jurisdictions and local communities to

determine the most appropriate treatments to provide for safe and

effective pedestrian access to and from the station for pedestrians.

Sound Transit will build ADA-compliant pedestrian facilities fronting the

station areas and roadways that are reconstructed as part of the project.

It would be a local responsibility to complete sidewalk links away from

the station. Section 4.14 of the Final EIS discusses safety.

 

I-461-002

Sound Transit's Sustainability Plan promotes the establishment of native

vegetation.  The revegetation plan for this project will emphasize the use

of native plants.  

During preliminary design, Sound Transit conducted geotechnical

borings and detailed soil analysis to inform and refine potential design

and construction approaches to avoid potential impacts. At Ronald Bog

Park, the preferred alignment will be located on the east side of the

freeway.  Because of the distance of the project from the park, the

construction and operation of light rail are unlikely to affect the soils

below the park. See Section 4.11 of the Final EIS for the discussion of

geology impacts.

 

I-461-003

Your comment is noted.

 

I-461-004

Sound Transit will mitigate for traffic impacts caused by the project at

intersections that will operate at levels of service below standards.

 

I-461-005
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See Section 4.5.6 in the Final EIS for discussion of the potential visual

impact mitigation measures.

 

I-461-006

Stations are designed to provide adequate access and turn around for

buses and for safe drop off of riders. See Appendix F for the project's

conceptual plans. 

 

I-461-007

Your comment is noted.

Vegetation offers limited noise abatement value. At least 100 feet of

dense foliage that contains leaves year round is needed to provide up to

3-dBA reduction.  However, a 3-dBA reduction in noise is barely

perceptible to most people. Noise walls are planned for all alternatives in

this area, either at-grade or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail

impacts.  

 

I-461-008

Managing stormwater is a priority for Sound Transit. The project would

be designed to comply with all federal, state, and local regulations,

controlling potential risks to water resources through project planning,

design, and the application of required best management practices. In

addition, Sound Transit requires all projects to consider low-impact

development (LID) methods, such as permeable pavement, as a first

choice for stormwater treatment (Design Criteria Manual, July 2012). 

 

I-461-009

During final design, Sound Transit will investigate methods of reducing

energy use during light rail operations and construction as part of its

Sustainability Plan and agency-wide sustainability efforts. 
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I-461-010

Sound Transit station designs do not include public restrooms, partly for

health and safety/security reasons, and drinking fountains are not

standard features of the current system’s light rail stations. The stations

will include pedestrian and bicycle facilities to support and encourage the

use of nonmotorized transportation to the stations. 
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I-462-001

Your preferences for Alternatives A3, B2A, and C3 are noted.
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I-463-001

Your preference for Alternative C3 is noted. The Preferred Alternative in

the EIS is a modified Alternative C3.
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I-464-001

Your comments are noted.  Sound Transit and FTA have prepared a

legally sufficient Draft EIS and Final EIS pursuant to NEPA and SEPA.

Both documents contain reasonable alternatives (see Chapter 2) and

discussion of the potential impacts of the project on environmental

resources (Chapter 4), and the highway system (Chapter 3).

The Lynnwood Link Extension is part of the Sound Transit 2 system

expansion that voters approved in 2008. Sound Transit's financial plan

assumed some federal funding as well as voter approved sales, motor

vehicle excise and rental car taxes, state and federal grants, passenger

fares, and bond proceeds. 
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I-465-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Center to you

and the Lithuanian-American community. Following the Draft EIS, the

Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign

3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall.  With the realigned street,

access to the property has been maintained during construction and

operation of the project.
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I-466-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church to you and the region's Latvian community.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-467-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Community

Center and church. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.  
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I-468-001

Thank you for your comments about the Seattle Latvian Evangelical

Lutheran Church. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.  
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I-469-001

Thank you for your comments about the need for the Latvian Center.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-470-001

Your preference for Alternative "C#3A" is noted. "C#3A" is a modified

version of Alternative C3 that was developed by the City of Lynnwood.

The Preferred Alternative for this project, as described and evaluated in

the Final EIS, includes Alternative C3, modified from what was shown in

the Draft EIS so that it better connects with the Lynnwood Transit

Center, preserves more re-developable area, and further minimizes

wetland and stream impacts to the extent feasible.
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I-471-001

You comments are noted. The station a NE 185th Street will have bus

transit, pedestrian, and bicycle facilities to support and encourage other

modes of transportation than cars.
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I-472-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian church and

center to your family and the Latvian community. Following the Draft EIS,

the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign

3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall.  
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I-473-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church to you. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-474-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian center to you and

the Baltic community.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall. 

Sound Transit will avoid or minimize project impacts as described in the

EIS: Section 4.6 (air quality), Section 4.7 (noise), and the rest of Chapter

4. The project would modify the church's parking, but the supply would

be maintained.  
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I-475-001

Thank your for describing the importance of the Latvian Center and

Church. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed

Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid

displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 989

I-476-001

Your preference for "Alternative C4" proposed by the City of Lynnwood is

noted.  The Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS is a modified

version of the City of Lynnwood's proposed "Alternative C4."
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I-477-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Lutheran Church.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall, during construction and operation of the project.

For construction, the local construction noise ordinance would be

applicable, and Sound Transit is committed to maintaining construction

noise levels within the criteria. For operation, noise walls are planned for

all alternatives in this area, either at-grade or elevated, as mitigation for

the light rail impacts. See Section 4.7 of the Final EIS for proposed noise

mitigation.  

Sound Transit would mitigate debris and dust during construction. 

Please refer to Section 4.6 in the Draft EIS for more details on air quality

and specific mitigation commitments.
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I-478-001

Your preference for a NE 145th Street Station is noted. The Sound

Transit Board identified the 145th Street Station as part of the Preferred

Alternative, and not the NE 155th Street Station.  

 

I-478-002

Sound Transit will work with local jurisdictions to determine the most

appropriate treatments to provide for safe and effective pedestrian

access to and from the station and for students and other pedestrians

around the station. See Section 3.2.8 of the Final EIS for long term

safety impacts.

 

I-478-003

In the design and development of a station at that location, and the

management of traffic serving the station, Sound Transit would work

closely with the Fire Department to resolve any potential conflicts with

bus and vehicle traffic to ensure that emergency response times would

be maintained both during the construction period and operation of light

rail. See Section 4.14 of the Final EIS for impacts and potential

mitigation measures on public services, safety, and security.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 992

I-479-001

Thank you for your comments about the potential impacts to the Latvian

church. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound

Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-480-001

Thank you for your comments about the potential impacts to the Latvian

Church. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed

Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid

displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.  
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I-481-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Church and

center to you and the Latvian community. Following the Draft EIS, the

Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook

to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.  With the

realigned street, access to the property has been maintained during

construction and operation of the project.
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I-482-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-483-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and community

center to you and the Latvian community.  Following the Draft EIS, the

Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook

to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.  
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I-484-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center.

 Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  
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I-486-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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I-487-001

Thank you for your comment stating your support for Alternative C3 as

modified by the City of Lynnwood.  This alternative was not evaluated in

the Final EIS; however, elements of the alternative have been

incorporated into the modified C3 Segment C alternative evaluated in the

Final EIS.  Please see Section 2.3 for an updated description of the

refined Segment C alternatives currently under consideration by Sound

Transit.  

 

I-487-002

A traffic analysis was performed for the Lynnwood area taking into

account the additional 500 parking spaces that are provided at the

station as part of the project.   Sound transit will work with the City

of Lynnwood to provide mitigation for traffic impacts caused by the

project.
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I-488-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  
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I-489-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.
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I-490-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  
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I-491-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.

 

I-491-002

Thank you for your comment stating your reasons for

opposing Alternative C1.

 

I-491-003

Thank you for your comment stating the reasons you do not support

Alternative C1.
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I-491-004

Thank you for describing the importance of Scriber Creek Park and your

desire that Sound Transit avoid impacting it.  Section 4.18 describes the

results of the Section 4(f) analysis Sound Transit and FTA have

conducted, indicating that Alternative C1 would not be approved in its

current form due to the acquisition of and impacts to the park.

 

I-491-005

Thank you for your comment stating the reasons why you prefer

Alternative C3 over Alternative C1. Sections 4.12.2 and 4.12.3 of the EIS

analyze potential impacts due to hazardous waste sites. Mitigation

measures are discussed in Section 4.12.6.
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I-492-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.   

 

I-492-002

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-493-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-494-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to you

and your family.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results of

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall. Noise walls in the area are being provided

to minimize noise impacts to the church and residences as described in

Section 4.7.
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I-495-001

Sound Transit developed the alternatives considered in the Draft EIS

based in large part on their ability to minimize acquisitions,

displacements, and relocations, compared to other possible alternatives,

but some property acquisitions will be unavoidable.  Chapter 2 of the

Draft EIS describes the other options considered during early planning,

most of which involved higher levels of property or other environmental

impacts.

 

I-495-002

Thank you for your comment recommending that a high capacity bus

alternative be studied as a solution instead of the Lynnwood Link

Extension project.  In fact, this mode of transportation as well as other

modes were evaluated, along with other corridors serving the north

Seattle to Lynnwood area.  This analysis is presented in detail in a

separate report titled the Alternatives Analysis Report (Appendix K of the

Draft EIS) and is summarized in Section 2.5 of the Final EIS.  It was not

advanced because it was less effective in providing the speed, reliability,

and capacity needed in the corridor.

 

I-495-003

Your reasons for preferring at-grade alignments are noted. Visual

impacts and mitigation are discussed in Section 4.5 of the EIS.

 

I-495-004

Your comment stating your preference for Alternative A1, which was the

basis for the Preferred Alternative, is noted.

 

I-495-005

Thank you for your comment stating the reasons why you oppose

Alternatives A3 and A5. The Preferred Alternative features an alignment

east of the NE 117th Street bridge, but has refined the design to replace
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sidewalks and the bike path to maintain the connections currently made.

 

 

I-495-006

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for the at-grade

alignments of the guideway. The Segment A Preferred Alternative, and

all at-grade alternatives now avoid displacement of the church, as

described in Section 2.3 of the Final EIS.  

 

I-495-007

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for the No Build

alternative or Alternative A1.  
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I-496-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative

C3 due to lower acquisition impacts.

 

I-496-002

Your comment about Segment A is noted.
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I-497-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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I-498-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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I-499-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for a station at NE

130th Street (over a station at NE 145th Street) due to improved access

for residents living west of the I-5 highway.  A station at NE 130th Street

was identified as an option for the Preferred Alternative by the Sound

Transit Board.

 

I-499-002

For construction, the local construction noise ordinance would be

applicable, and Sound Transit is committed to maintaining construction

noise levels within the criteria.  Further, construction noise for this project

is similar to construction noise for a paving project, building construction,

or any other construction project.  Best practices and mitigation

measures are described in Section 4.7.

 

I-499-003

The 130th Street Station is included as an option being considered in the

Final EIS. Station parking facility sizing and design will be balanced with

the need for good multi-modal connections in order to serve the needs of

the region as well as local communities. Minimal parking is anticipated to

be provided at a 130th Street Station should it move forward.

 

I-499-004

Thank you for your comment stating your preference is for Alternative A5

considering your primary concerns.
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I-500-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.  

 

I-500-002

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  
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I-501-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Community

Center and church to the Baltic communities.  Following the Draft EIS,

the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign

3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall.  
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I-502-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the

refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised

conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;

Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,

displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A

alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.

Short-term visual, air quality, and noise impacts would be avoided and

minimized with the implementation of best management practices. These

would include fencing the construction area for public safety, spraying

the construction area with water to reduce dust, and use of temporary

noise walls. For additional information, see Sections 4.5.7, 4.6.7, and

4.7.7, respectively. 
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I-503-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Following the Draft EIS, the

Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign

3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall. 
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I-504-001

Your comment stating your preference for a light rail transit station at NE

155th Street instead of at NE 145th Street is noted.

 

I-504-002

Your comment about no parking garages is noted.  Sound Transit would

include pedestrian and bicycle facilities adjacent to stations. Station

parking facility sizing and design are balanced with the need for good

multimodal connections in order to serve the needs of the region as well

as local communities.
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I-505-001

Your comments about the parking garage at NE 145th Street are noted.

The parking garage would be visible from your property. See Section 4.5

for visual impacts and Section 4.7 for noise impacts and mitigation.

Chapter 3 discusses traffic impacts and mitigation.  The Noise and

Vibration Technical Report provides additional information on noise

impacts and mitigation at your property.

 

I-505-002

Your comments about the NE 130th Street Station location are noted.

Per City of Seattle plans and policy, parking at a NE 130th Street Station

would be either zero or minimal (~100 spaces). Station parking facility

sizing and design are balanced with the need for good multimodal

connections in order to serve the needs of the region as well as local

communities.
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I-506-001

Your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3 is noted.

Section 4.8 in the Final EIS provides information on ecosystem resource

impacts and mitigation for all alternatives.
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I-507-001

The Lynnwood Link Extension will abide by all applicable federal, state,

and local environmental laws and regulations. Sound Transit’s policy

[Executive Order No. 1, Establishing a Sustainability Initiative for Sound

Transit (2007)] on ecosystem mitigation is to avoid impacts on

environmentally sensitive resources to the maximum extent

practicable and to provide adequate mitigation to ensure no net loss of

ecosystem function and acreage as a result of agency projects. 

You are correct that there are legal and administrative requirements that

would need to be satisfied prior to use of park properties for a light rail

facility.  These requirements reflect the high value placed on these

resources as public benefits.  The environmental review process

includes these considerations when evaluating the impacts and benefits

of potential alternatives.  If a Preferred Alternative is selected that

includes impacts to Scriber Creek Park and/or the Interurban Trail, all

legal and administrative requirements will be met prior to any transfer of

properties for light rail use.  
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I-508-001

Sound Transit has received these pictures.
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I-509-001

Thank you for information about Native Growth Protection Areas. Sound

Transit will comply with applicable local land use codes.
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I-510-001

Your comment regarding acquisition of your condo is noted.  The

Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS avoids displacing any

residents of Cedar Creek Condominiums.  
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I-511-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Seattle Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church to your family.  Following the Draft EIS, the

Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign

3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall.  
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I-512-001

Thank you for describing the history and importance of the Latvian

Lutheran Church and Cultural Center to the Latvian community.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained.

 

I-512-002

Access to the property and its functions will be maintained.

 

I-512-003

Noise walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade or

elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts. In addition, any existing

WSDOT noise walls removed as part of the project would be replaced.

The existing vegetation is not a notable source of noise reduction.

 

I-512-004

The Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church and Community Center will not

by displaced by the project.
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I-513-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Church to you.

 Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.   

The caretaker's house would be displaced but Sound Transit would help

with its relocation as described in Section 4.1 of the EIS.  An

environmental justice analysis was done for this project.  It is located in

the Final EIS Section 4.4 and Appendix C.
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I-514-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian church to you

and the Baltic community. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the

property has been maintained.
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I-515-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Church and

Center to you and your family.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-516-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Seattle Latvian Church

and Center to you and the Baltic community.  Following the Draft EIS,

the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign

3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall.  
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I-517-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Center to the

Lithuanian-American community.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the

property has been maintained, although a portion of land on the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of

the church property.  
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I-518-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church property.
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I-519-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Evangelical

Lutheran Church to you and the Baltic community.  Following the Draft

EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a

Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final

EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to

realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.  
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I-520-001

Your comment stating your support for the Lynnwood Link Extension

project and your preference for Alternative C3 is noted.  The Preferred

Alternative in Segment C is a modified Alternative C3.

 

I-520-002

It is Sound Transit's goal to produce environmental documents that

contain accurate environmental information with the purpose to help

decision-makers make decisions. The purpose of the Draft EIS public

comment period is to provide the opportunity for members of the public

to point out things that they believe should be included. Sound Transit

has received good feedback from agencies and the public,

and has used the relevant comments to improve the document.

 

I-520-003

A labeling error occurred which resulted in a portion of Alternative C2 to

be switched with a portion of Alternative C3 during the vibration analysis

(from Civil Station 522+00 to the north end of the alignment). This error

had no effect on the conclusion that vibration mitigation was not required

for receivers along that segment of the alignment. The correct distances

are used for all receivers in the Final EIS and the correct vibration levels

are reported.

As shown in Final EIS Figure 4.7-4b, noise monitoring site M-51 was

near the corner of 200th Street SW and Cedar Valley Road, site M-49 on

52nd Avenue W between 204th and 206th Streets SW, and site M-48 on

52nd Avenue W between 206th and 208th Streets SW. These

measurements were used to characterize existing sound levels in the

Cedar Valley Road and 52nd Avenue W neighborhood. The noise

analysis included modeling of residences in the neighborhood, as shown

in Figure 4.7-5d of the Final EIS. Impacts to the neighborhood were

considered at the same level of detail as impacts to other neighborhoods

adjacent to the potential project alignments.
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I-520-004

The Draft EIS analysis is generally consistent with your characterization

of high visual impacts in the 52nd Street vicinity with Alternatives C1 and

C2.  The extent to which visual impacts affect neighborhood cohesion is

related to a wider range of issues than the visual appearance.  The Draft

EIS on page 4-59 states that Alternatives C1 and C2 would travel along

the eastern boundary of the South Lynnwood and Hazelwood

neighborhoods and would change views but not change the character

and cohesion of the neighborhoods. The aesthetic analysis on page 4-81

states that the elevated guideway in Alternatives C1 and C2 would

visually intrude upon the integrity and unity of the residential

neighborhood on the opposite side of the street and is rated as a high

visual impact.  As indicated in the analysis, the visual impacts at the

periphery of the neighborhood would not be expected to affect

neighborhood, cohesion which relates to well-defined neighborhood

boundaries, transportation connections, stable land use, and

opportunities for local interaction.  See Section 4.5 of the Final EIS for

more detail about visual impacts of the project and mitigation.

 

I-520-005

Section 4.14 of the EIS discusses crime.  Crime is not expected to

increase as a result of operation of the stations. Several studies have

concluded that crime around stations mirrors crime rates in the

surrounding neighborhoods. Most areas in the project corridor have low

crime rates. The stations would be well lit, continually monitored by

security cameras, and regularly monitored by security personnel. 

The project's final design will incorporate Crime Prevention Through

Environmental Design principles, which will consider structures and

pillars. 

 

I-520-006

Your opposition to Alternatives C1 and C2 and your preference for

Lynnwood Link Extension
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Alternative C3 are noted.  A modified Alternative C3 is evaluated as the

Preferred Alternative in the Final EIS.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-521-001

Your preference for a light rail transit station at NE 155th Street instead

of a station at NE 145th Street is noted.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-522-001

Your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3 is noted.

Your comment about the train yard is noted, but the Sound Transit

Operations and Maintenance Satellite Facility is a separate project. 

 

I-522-002

The projected 20,000 rail boardings are not expected to arrive all in the

form of cars. The majority of those riders are expected to arrive by bus,

as well as by bicycle and on foot. Station parking facility sizing and

design is balanced with the need for good multi-modal connections in

order to serve the needs of the region as well as local communities.

 

I-522-003

A traffic analysis was performed for the Lynnwood station area taking

into account the additional 500 parking spaces that are provided at the

station as part of the project. Sound transit will work with the City of

Lynnwood to provide mitigation for any traffic impacts caused by the

project.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-523-001

Your comments regarding property impacts and keeping the project

south of 200th Street SW are noted.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-524-001

None of the alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would require

realignment of First Avenue NE at NE 117th Street. First Avenue NE

would be realigned farther north in sections around NE 160th Street. The

NE 117th Street overpass would be reconstructed with Alternative A1.

See Appendix F of the Final EIS for the project's conceptual designs.

 

I-524-002

Your preference for a light rail transit station at NE 130th Street is noted. 

By submitting your comment letter on the Draft EIS, your comment was

given to Sound Transit for consideration in identifying a Preferred

Alternative in the refinement of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in

the Final EIS.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-525-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you and the Baltic community.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-526-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Church to you

and the Baltic community. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-527-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Lutheran Church

and Community Center to you and your family.  Following the Draft EIS,

the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign

3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall.  With the realigned street,

access to the property has been maintained.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-528-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the region’s Latvian community,

and the larger Baltic community.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-529-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for the Option 1

layout of the proposed light rail transit station at NE 185th Street with the

parking garage on the west side of I-5.

 

I-529-002

Traffic analysis conducted for the EIS indicates the intersection functions

at an acceptable level of service as a stop-controlled intersection. At this

location, the Preferred Alternative would realign 5th Avenue NE to better

integrate with the I-5 off-ramp and the intersection with NE 185th Street.

 

I-529-003

The extent of traffic calming designed with the project will be further

evaluated during final design.  Sound Transit will provide sidewalks for

pedestrian access to the station, where they are determined to be

necessary due to the project.  

 

I-529-004

Thank you for your comment indicating the proposed Option 1 light rail

transit station at NE 185th Street appears to be supported by many with

whom you have spoken to in your neighborhood.  Your comments, and

others submitted to Sound Transit through the community outreach

program and during the comment period for the Draft EIS, will be

considered by Sound Transit in making their final decision for the

Preferred Alternative.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-530-001

These comments were submitted by Linda Willemark previously.  See

response to comment I-386.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-532-001

Your comments are noted.

 

I-532-002

Considerable analysis was conducted to determine the number, location,

and amenities to be located at each of the proposed light rail transit

stations prior to the selection of the alternatives for evaluation in the

Draft EIS.  Rather than distance between proposed stations, the more

important factors are the forecasted number of residences (single family,

apartments, or condominiums) and forecasted number of jobs within

proximity of the station site.  Peak use of the light rail system is primarily

determined by commuters leaving homes and traveling to jobs in the

peak morning and late afternoon periods.  Please see the Alternatives

Analysis Report in Appendix K for more detailed information.

The project will be selected and constructed by Sound Transit, partially

with FTA funding, not the City of Shoreline.

 

I-532-003

Your comments and concerns are noted.  However, Sound Transit is not

involved in the governance of the city of Shoreline.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-533-001

The Lynnwood Link Extension is part of the Sound Transit 2 system

expansion that voters approved in 2008. Sound Transit's financial plan

has assumed that the agency would secure some federal funding for this

project; therefore, Sound Transit plans to pursue a grant through the

Federal Transit Administration's New Starts program. 

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-534-001

Unfortunately, your comment form was damaged by the post office en

route to Sound Transit, and we were unable to read it to provide a

coherent response. With no name or address, we were unable to follow

up with you. Thank you for taking the time to comment on the Lynnwood

Link Extension. Please see the Final EIS for information about the

Preferred Alternative and updated information about the alternatives

evaluated in the Draft EIS.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 1062

I-535-001

Your opposition to Alternatives C1 and C2 and your preference for

Alternative C3 are noted.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-536-001

Your preference for Alternative C1 is noted.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-537-001

Thank you for your comments about the Latvian Center.  Following the

Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a

Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final

EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to

realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-539-001

Thank you for sharing your family history and describing the importance

of the Latvian Center to you. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-540-001

Your concerns about the NE 185th Street Station are noted. The Sound

Transit Board identified its Preferred Alternative, which includes parking

for the NE 185th Street Station on the west side of I-5. Sound Transit will

not make a final decision about what gets built until after the publication

of the Final EIS. 

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-541-001

Your concerns about the potential impacts on the Latvian Evangelical

Lutheran Church and community center are noted.  At the church

location, there would be a wall built between the church property and the

light rail guideway with the Preferred Alternative.  See Figure G-17 in

Appendix G of the Final EIS for a visual simulation.  Section 4.7 of the

Final EIS discusses noise and vibration impacts from the project.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-542-001

Your preference for Alternative A1, including the at-grade station at NE

185th Street and the parking garage on the west side of the highway, is

noted.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-543-001

Your disappointment with the potential displacement of the Latvian

Church is acknowledged.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  

The EIS has evaluated the areas of concern you note. For the evaluation

of potential noise and vibration impacts, see Section 4.7. For potential

visual impacts (light), see Section 4.5. For potential radio interference

impacts, see Section 4.13. For potential geology impacts, see Section

4.11. 

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-544-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the Latvian Center and church.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-545-001

Your preference for Alternative A1 and concerns regarding

neighborhoods, traffic, and access are noted.  The Preferred Alternative

places the NE 185th Street Station park-and-ride garage on the west

side of I-5 with access to 5th Avenue NE.  Parking is being planned for

500 spaces with pedestrian improvements across I-5 between the park-

and-ride garage and the station.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-546-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Center to you.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-547-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Evangelical

Lutheran Church to you.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-548-001

Your comments against light rail are noted. The Sound Transit 2

package that voters approved in 2008 included this project and indicated

likely station locations. The City of Shoreline is not a financial partner for

the Lynnwood Link Extension.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-549-001

Thank you for describing your family's history and the importance of the

Latvian Center to you.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-550-001

The Lynnwood Link Extension is part of the Sound Transit 2 program of

projects, which was approved by voters in 2008.  The final decision

regarding what will be built will be made by the Sound Transit Board

after publication of the Final EIS.

 

I-550-002

Section 3.2 outlines anticipated long-term operation transportation

impacts such as increased traffic congestion, and Section 3.6 identifies

mitigation measures that Sound Transit commits to implement to prevent

a worsening of project conditions without the proposed light rail system

extension. 

The City of Shoreline is not a financial partner with Sound Transit for the

construction and operation of the Lynnwood Link Extension.  See

Section 5.3.1 for additional information. 

 

I-550-003

Your concerns regarding density are noted. Zoning is the responsibility

of the City, not Sound Transit. Section 4.14 discusses safety around

station areas.  Typically, crime at stations reflects the conditions of the

surrounding neighborhood.

 

I-550-004

Construction of a high-capacity transit system from Northgate to

Lynnwood following Aurora Avenue (Highway 99) was considered in

early planning studies for the project.  Please see the Alternatives

Analysis Report in Appendix K. The final evaluation showed light rail

alternatives along Aurora Avenue would be substantially more expensive

due to acquisition of right-of-way along the entire length in order to widen

the roadway and lower ridership. 

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 1080

I-550-005

Sound Transit developed the alternatives considered in the EIS based in

part on their ability to minimize acquisitions, compared to other possible

alternatives, but some property acquisitions will be unavoidable. Section

4.1 discusses Sound Transit's mitigation for acquired property.

 

I-550-006

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link Extension uses the FTA

impact criteria and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below

these criteria.  Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in

Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

Noise walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade or

elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts. 

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-551-001

Thank you for your comments about the Latvian Lutheran Church.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church property.

The caretaker's house would be displaced, but Sound Transit will help

with its relocation, consistent with relocation policies as described in

Section 4.1 of the Final EIS.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-552-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Community

Center to you and the Latvian community.  Following the Draft EIS, the

Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign

3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-553-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Center and the

Latvian community.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-554-001

Santa will be able to find you at the Latvian Church for years to come

because the Lynnwood Link Extension will not remove the church.  You

will also be able to continue to learn Latvian there.  Thank you for telling

us the school is important to you.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-555-001

Thank you for your comments about the Latvian Center.  Following the

Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a

Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final

EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to

realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall. 

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-556-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-557-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Church and

Center to you.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed

Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid

displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the

property has been maintained, although a portion of land on the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives. 

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-559-001

Your preference for Alternative C3 is noted.  The EIS includes a

summary of the geologic hazards that have been identified in the project

areas, including the Scriber Creek area.  The project design will address

identified geologic hazards, and will include earthquake engineering in

accordance with applicable building codes.  Earthquake engineering

includes evaluations of and design for ground shaking, liquefaction,

lateral spread, liquefaction-induced settlement, and seismically induced

slope instability.  The earthquake engineering building codes incorporate

USGS research on hazards from identified faults in the Puget Sound

area, including the Cascadia subduction zone.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension
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I-560-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Evangelical

Lutheran Church to you and your family, and the pictures you sent.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-561-001

Your preference for Alternative C3 is noted.  A modified Alternative C3 is

evaluated in the Final EIS as the Preferred Alternative.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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I-562-001

Your preference for a station at NE 155th Street is noted.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses
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